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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC For the latest news, go to tampabay.com/coronavirus 


State health officials report 2,800 tests, with 1,140 results pending. 
Hillsborough, with 14, has the most cases in the Tampa Bay area. 


BY ZACHARY T. SAMPSON 
AND LAWRENCE MOWER 


Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 


TALLAHASSEE — Florida 
leaders reported the biggest 
surge in coronavirus cases yet 
Wednesday, including an eighth 
death, even as Gov. Ron DeSantis 
asserted that the state is not test- 
ing enough people to know how 
widespread the disease is. 

Officials were tracking 328 
coronavirus cases, which causes 
the disease COVID-19, as of 
Wednesday evening. That total 
covered residents and visitors 


diagnosed in-state, as well as six 
Floridians tested and isolated 
elsewhere. Hillsborough County 
has seen the most cases in 
Tampa Bay with 14. The Univer- 
sity of South Florida announced 
that an employee in its counsel- 
ing office has tested positive for 
the illness. University president 
Steve Currall said the staffer had 
contact with 13 students and sev- 
eral coworkers, who are all being 
monitored for symptoms. 

The day brought renewed con- 
cern for the state’s vulnerable 
population of older and chron- 


ically ill residents, with 19 long- 
term care facilities home to 
either confirmed or suspected 
cases of COVID-19, according 
to Mary Mayhew, the secretary 
of the Agency for Health Care 
Administration. She did not 
identify where those places are. 

A 77-year-old man from a Bro- 
ward County assisted-living 
facility had coronavirus when he 
died, state officials announced 
this week. The governor said that 
two other residents of that home 
who died tested negative for the 
disease. 


As health officials strug- 
gle to keep pace with the pan- 
demic, DeSantis said Florida has 
increased testing dramatically 
but not enough. As of Wednes- 
day, the Department of Health 
reported 2,800 tests, includ- 
ing 1,140 with results pend- 
ing. A week before, officials had 
reported just 471 tests. More 
hospitals and private labs have 
started processing results. 

“I think we need to do way 
more tests than that,’ the gover- 
nor said. 

The testing shortage has 
undermined the response to 
coronavirus across the country, 
with doctors saying it has made 
See CORONAVIRUS, 12A 


Fla. sees surge in cases 


Where is Florida's coronavirus curve now? 


Experts say we must "flatten the curve" to slow the spread of 
coronavirus. Florida is early into that process, and so far the curve is 


growing. The chart below shows how many cases state health 


officials have reported* by day, 


88 cases added 
70 ~ ~~ March 18 at 6:35 p.m., 
60 raising the total cases 
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*Florida announced its first two positive cases of coronavirus on March 1. The state's latest 
data, though, lists cases as first counted March 2. These totals include Florida residents 
diagnosed in-state, visitors diagnosed here and a handful of Floridians who were tested and 


isolated in other places. 
Source: Florida Department of Health 


Times 


Drive-through 
testing begins 


BayCare medical 
professionals swab 
717 bay area residents 
in their vehicles. 


BY CAITLIN JOHNSTON 
Times Staff Writer 


ST. PETERSBURG — One by 
one, cars pulled up to the white 
tent and awaited instructions. 

The occupants, all of whom 
met strict criteria set by state 
and national health experts, 
are some of the first people in 
Tampa Bay to undergo drive- 
through testing for the fast- 
spreading novel coronavirus. 

The process took only a cou- 
ple of minutes for each car. 
Medical professionals in yel- 
low gowns and standard sur- 
gical masks placed a swab in 
each person’s nose to collect a 
sample, as they would with a 
flu test. The feeling is said to be 
mildly irritating, but not inva- 
sive or painful. Only the nose 
was swabbed; nothing was 
placed down the throat. 

“The worst is that you feel 
like you’ve got to sneeze,” said 
Dr. Nathan Waldrep, chief med- 
ical officer for BayCare’s urgent 
care division, who was at a 
testing site Wednesday in St. 
Petersburg. “Eyes water, sneeze 
a little bit. It lasts five seconds 
and it’s gone.” 

Each professional wore blue 
gloves and a clear face shield 


has been getting a handle on 


You can get 
tested if... 


You have a fever or have 
developed a new cough or 
shortness of breath in the 
past14 days and meet one 
of these additional require- 
ments: 


Personally have trav- 
eled internationally or ona 
cruise. 


Personally traveled to 
or from California, Wash- 
ington, Oregon or New 
York. These are areas of 
widespread community 
transmission. 


e Had personal close con- 
tact with someone who 
tested positive for 
COVID-19. 


e Are 65 years or older with 
a serious chronic health 
condition, such as heart 
disease or cancer. 


e Are immuno- 
compromised. 


to protect against a patient 
who might sneeze or cough. 
Once the sample was secured, 
the gloves were tossed, new 
ones donned and the process 
repeated with the next car. 

One struggle in stopping the 
spread of the respiratory virus 


See TESTING, 6A 


JAMES BORCHUCK | Times 
Testing was underway Wednesday at BayCare Urgent Care in 
Carillon. There are seven sites in the bay area; locations on 6A. 
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DOUGLAS R. CLIFFORD | Times 
Visitors take in Clearwater Beach on Wednesday. Access to the beach will be blocked for two weeks beginning Monday. Also 
Wednesday, Pinellas deputies delivered letters urging beach hotel and business owners to adhere to social distancing rules. 


Clearwater draws line 


in sand: No admittance 


The City Council votes to close the beach 
starting Monday. Businesses will stay open. 


BY TRACEY MCMANUS, 
KATHRYN VARN AND 
ROMY ELLENBOGEN 
Times Staff Writers 


CLEARWATER — The City 
Council voted on Wednesday 
to close public access for two 
weeks to Clearwater Beach, 
one of the nation’s top tourist 
destinations, as a precaution to 
stem the spread of the corona- 
virus. 

The closure will take effect 
at 6 a.m. Monday and only 
applies to feet in the sand. It 
does not apply to businesses on 
Clearwater Beach and will not 


affect access to the Memorial 
Causeway bridge. 

The decision is a break from 
the unified stance reached 
Tuesday by Pinellas County 
and city leaders to keep the 
public beaches open amid 
fears that thousands of tour- 
ists would be displaced to more 
susceptible areas like hotels 
and restaurants, and that rest- 
less residents would congre- 
gate elsewhere. 

But concerns over the spread 
of the virus prevailed. Clear- 
water Beach made national 


news this week as photos of 
hordes of tourists crowding the 
shores went viral, and the city 
was inundated with criticism. 
Clearwater now joins Miami, 
Fort Lauderdale and Tampa as 
municipalities that have closed 
beaches to the public. 

“This is an opportunity for 
the No. 1 beach in the coun- 
try to say that we value pub- 
lic health,” Clearwater Mayor 
George Cretekos said. “Don’t 
kid yourself because we’ve 
only got (10) cases in Pinellas 
County. It’s going to go up. I 
don’t want it to come back and 
haunt us to say it happened 
here because Clearwater was 
See BEACH, 12A 


Pandemic updates 


Grocery stores keep up: 
Trader Joe’s in St. Petersburg 
practices social distancing. 3A 


Stocks plummet 5%: The Dow 
is nearly back to where it was 
when Trump took office. 4A 


$100B emergency funding: 
President signs bill for testing 
and to pay sick leave. 2A 
Masses canceled: The Dio- 
cese of St. Petersburg halts all 
in Tampa Bay. 3A 


Correction 


Greg Giordano is the Pasco 
County assistant tax collector. 
Astory Wednesday incorrectly 
identified him. 


Bay area food pantries are in dire need of help : 


Panic buying in grocery stores leaves those 
businesses with less to donate to nonprofits. 


BY CHRISTOPHER O'DONNELL 
Times Staff Writer 

TAMPA — Olga Carvalho 
never imagined she would need 
to go to a food pantry. 

But Wednesday morning, 
she and her sister were load- 
ing their car with boxes holding 
cereal, two rolls of toilet paper, 
canned vegetables and macaroni 
and cheese from an emergency 
drive-through food bank set up 
by Metropolitan Ministries on N 
Tampa Street. 


A server at Golden Corral, Car- 
valho usually works a 35-hour 
week. Now, her hours have been 
cut to just 15. 

“This has never happened to 


me before,” she said. “I’m very 


worried? 


Food pantries across Tampa 


Bay are bracing for a surge in 
demand as layoffs and reduced 
hours put thousands more fami- 
lies into financial difficulty. And 
it comes as panic buying fueled 
by fears of the coronavirus has 
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food. Every group contacted by 
the Tampa Bay Times said they 
are in urgent need of money or 
food donations. 

About 100 boxes of food were 
piled up in the parking lot of 
Metropolitan Ministries on 
Wednesday morning. To keep 
volunteers safe from the virus, 
See PANTRY, 8A 
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MARTHA ASENCIO RHINE | Times 
Shelves are nearly empty Wednesday at Daystar Life Center in 
St. Petersburg, which normally serves about 100 people a day. 


